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Casablanca, 07 April 2020 

 

Update on COVID-19 in Africa 
 
Dear CEO’s and ACI Africa Members 
 
It is a fact that Africa has been the last and is still the least affected by the COVID-19 virus.  
The paradox is that one of the main reasons for this lies in what have been the current main 
weaknesses of Africa in terms of low air traffic numbers, lack of air connectivity and very few 
airport hubs, which is proving to be partly a savior for the continent.  For your information, 
passenger traffic in Africa accounts for only 2.4% (current figures) of the world traffic, and 
therefore COVID-19’s main medium of transmission, propagation and contamination has 
therefore been more subdued on the continent. 
  
The above is however not a reason for sleeping on our laurels because the risk level of the 
proliferation of COVID-19 in Africa is still very high owing to its high population (15% of 
world’s population), lack of sufficient number of testing kits for COVID-19 and lack of proper 
health care facilities to treat infected people.   
  
That being said, many African countries have been quite forward-looking in terms of taking 
necessary precautions since the proliferation of COVID-19 in China in December 2019 and its 
worldwide propagation in January 2020.  Although there were no recorded cases of COVID-
19 in Africa at that time, many countries started to exercise very strict control on the entry 
to their territory, going to the extent of imposing bans on nationals from infected countries 
in Asia, Europe and Middle East. Gradually, many countries moved towards the complete 
closure of their borders to international passenger traffic as from mid-March 2020, with 
some African countries even with zero number of COVID-19 cases closing their airports, i.e. 
Comoros, Lesotho and St Helena as at 06 April 2020.  To date, 45 African countries have 
closed their airports to international traffic and even to domestic traffic, save for some cargo 
and humanitarian flights, to prevent the ingress or to limit the propagation of COVID-19 on 
their territory.  
 
On 06 April 2020, the number of COVID-19 cases on the continent has gone pass the 10,000 
mark since the first recorded case in Egypt on 15 February 2020, with 53 ACI Africa member 
countries now affected.  Although initially the official rate of daily infection among the 
African population was above 20%, it has decreased over the past week to flatten out at 
around 8%. Nevertheless, 4 African countries have recorded more than 1,000 COVID-19 
cases, with 20% of the African countries accounting for 80% of the total number of COVID-19 
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cases to date.  Unfortunately, the COVID-19 figures throughout Africa keep rising on a daily 
basis as depicted on the charts below. 
      

 
 
Africa has a known history of diseases, epidemics and pandemics (malaria, tuberculosis, 
dengue, yellow fever, chikungunya, Ebola, etc.) and through the years it has learnt to 
develop its resistance and resilience to fight the ingress, proliferation and resurgence of 
those diseases.  Most African countries do have rigorous health control checks on arriving 
passengers in terms of either producing a valid vaccination certificate or imposing additional 
enhanced controls to protect their borders. We therefore encourage all airports on the 
continent to maintain those rigorous health screenings and to exercise very strict discipline 
in terms of wearing of protective equipment and abiding to social distancing during the 
current pandemic. We also invite you to regularly consult ACI Africa’s website 
(https://www.aci-africa.aero), which contains a wealth of information and guidance on 
COVID-19. 
 
On another note, the air transport industry in Africa is being adversely hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic with severe repercussion on the traffic and revenues of airports, similar to other 
regions of the world. On the assumption of a potential start of the recovery in the second 
half of this year, it is estimated that the loss in passenger traffic for the year 2020 will be 
around 33%, i.e. from a forecasted figure of 238 million passengers to 161 million 
passengers.  Selected country-level anticipated passenger traffic volumes are tabulated 
below for your information.  It should be understood that any projected figures is time 
bound and is a moving target in the given circumstances, pending a clearer picture on the 
evolution of the pandemic in the weeks to come. 
 
 

https://www.aci-africa.aero/
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Business as usual 
Forecast 

Estimates 
(COVID-19) 

Reduction 
(million 

passengers) 

% Change 
(Estimated 2020 / 

BAU Forecast 
2020) 

Africa 238 161 -77 -33% 

South Africa 44 30 -15 -33% 
Egypt 42 28 -14 -33% 
Morocco 27 18 -9 -35% 
Nigeria 18 13 -6 -30% 

Algeria 14 10 -5 -34% 

Ethiopia 14 10 -5 -32% 

Tunisia 12 8 -4 -34% 

Kenya 12 8 -4 -30% 

Tanzania  6 4 -2 -30% 

Mauritius 4 3 -1 -32% 

 
In terms of revenue loss, it is anticipated that same will be of the order of USD 1.5 billion for 
2020 compared to the forecasted figures, i.e. a drop of 35%. 
 
It is important that African airports start preparing for the business recovery phase. It is 
strongly recommended that all health control measures currently set up at your airports be 
maintained in the aftermath of the COVID-19 to prevent any resurgence of the disease.    
 
Discussions must also be initiated with your respective Government to explore any relief 
economic and financial packages, considering that the airport community is an important 
socio-economic catalyst for the national economy and to the air transport industry in Africa.  
It is important to ensure that any financial incentive is not unilaterally geared towards one 
aviation stakeholder at the expense of airports. Some of the points you may wish to lobby on 
are as follows: 
     

1. Exemption of Value Added Tax (VAT) refunds on services, spare parts and equipment 
to improve cash flows of airports. 

2. Reduction or waiving off of corporate taxes paid by airports to the Government, 
albeit with a moratorium period. 

3. Moratorium period for the payment of land lease to the Government. 
4. Deferment of loan repayment contracted from the Government. 
5. Government guarantee on loans contracted by airports with foreign lending 

agencies. 
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6. Where the Government is a shareholder of the airport company, the payment of 

dividends, if any for year 2019, must be withheld. 
7. The temporary suspension of the airport slot usage requirement, where applicable.  
8. Increase in the duty free allowances for passengers in the aftermath of COVID-19, 

which will result in an increase in concession paid by duty free operators to airports. 
9. Incentive package offered by airports to airlines based on a proportional reduction in 

charges with incremental increase in number of passengers brought in, ensuring that 
it is a win-win situation. 

 
We will continue to update you on the situation of COVID-19 in Africa, with daily reports on 
our website and social media platform.  In the meantime, we invite you all to stay safe, keep 
social distancing and keep well. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Ali TOUNSI 
Secretary General ACI Africa  
 
 


