
 
 

E02 - Airport Carbon Accreditation (ACA) Programme from Theory to 
Practice (Elective) 
 
Overview 
This course will provide an overview of the Airport Carbon Accreditation (ACA) programme 
develop by ACI and the Greenhouse Gas Protocol upon which it is based. The different ACA 
Levels will be clearly explained and advantages/disadvantage of different “getting started” 
strategies will be discussed. The accreditation process and its costs will be explained so that 
each participant can understand what this means for their particular airport and situation. 
The basic concept of mapping current carbon footprint will be taught together with being able 
to identify feasible measures to reduce in future. The participant will also learn how to collect 
and check necessary data and what to do in cases where data might be missing or incomplete. 
The course will also introduce some basic notions about reducing carbon and energy which 
will be developed further in the Energy Management course (E03). 
  
Business Benefits 
The ACA label is a way for airports to publicly commit to managing and reducing their carbon 
emissions. The ACA label is a very visible and respected accreditation that is independently 
verified. More than this, it also offers a robust framework to make it happen and deliver real 
business benefits for the airport. This can include enhanced cooperation and data sharing 
between airport staff & operational partners, embedding carbon management in overall 
business strategy, improved performance and operational costs efficiencies for both the 
airport and its third parties. 
 
Learning Outcomes and Skills Acquisition 
The successful participant would be initially expected to assist in preparing and submit online, 
the ACA application at least for Levels 1 & 2. The participant will be able to explain to the 
different departments at an airport about the data that is needed to support this exercise. 
They will also be able to advise senior management on how progress through the ACA 
framework will not only improve the airport’s perceived green credentials, but how it will also 
improve the cost efficiency of the airport in real terms.  
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