
 
 

E04 - Effective Solid Waste Management at your Airport (Elective) 
 
Overview 
This course will cover the scoping, justification, design, and implementation requirements for 
a cost-effective solid waste minimisation programme at airports. The module will take the 
participant from first principles to a sufficient level of understanding to allow them to identify, 
understand, evaluate and cost-effectively manage waste management and minimisation 
across their airport. This includes solid waste from the airport’s own operation and that 
generated by third parties operating on the airport site. The module covers the handling 
storage and disposal of solid waste and minimisation measures including reducing waste 
import, recycling, reuse, transformation, treatment and disposal, handling storage and 
disposal of “dangerous waste”. The module will provide an integrated approach to this 
complex topic including regulatory compliance, airport standards and enforcement, 
infrastructure provision, staff engagement, third-party partnership and off-site integration. 
Both low-cost and no-cost and more advanced technology-based minimisation options will 
be covered.  Links to other training modules such Environment Management Systems (E01), 
water quality (E05) and energy management (E03) modules will be explained. 
 
Business Benefits 
The waste minimisation module will provide the capability to develop good practice waste 
management practice including:  
 

• Reducing revenue costs for waste handling, treatment and disposal for the airport 
operator and service partners 

• Potentially generating new income from waste products 
• Reducing capital expenditure on waste handling and treatment infrastructure 
• Ensuring waste related costs for service partners are minimised enhancing the 

airport’s attractiveness 
• Reducing operational related risks such as Foreign-Object Damage and Bird-strike 

 
Learning Outcomes and Skills Acquisition 
Upon completion of the course, the participant will be able to identify and quantify solid 
waste sources and flows across their airport site(s) including what waste is being produced, 
how, and by whom. The participant will be able to identify and evaluate existing handing, 
treatment and storage infrastructure, its usage, suitability, limitations and opportunities for 
improvement. The participant will be able to design and implement a range of waste 
minimisation measures and how to engage the airport operator workforce and that of third 
parties in ensuring the selected measures are fully optimised. The participant will be able to 
work with third parties on site to develop a cost-effective, coherent and integrated, airport-
wide approach to solid waste minimisation. 
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