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COVID-19 
 

EMERGENCY MEETING ON COLLABORATIVE ARRANGEMENT FOR THE PREVENTION AND 
MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH EVENTS IN CIVIL AVIATION (CAPSCA) - 19 March 2020 
 
ACI Africa participated on the above video meeting, which included representatives of the Civil 
Aviation of African States, WHO, IATA, AFRAA, Boeing, AFCAC, Africa CDC, World Food Program, etc. 
 

WHO and ICAO Reports 
 

 As at 17 March 2020, 72% of African countries have some form of good to moderate level of 
preparedness against the COVID-19. 

 

 Over 40 African countries have the capacity to detect the COVID-19. 
 

 Most African countries are carrying out body temperature screening at the points of entry at 
airports.   

 

 However, no African countries, except Rwanda, are undertaking body temperature 
screening on departing passengers. 

 

 PPEs for airport staff is an issue of concern with respect to its use and its specifications. 
 

 WHO does not recommend any travel restriction. 
 
 

ACI Africa’s Intervention 
 

 ACI Africa mentioned that although Africa has been the last and least affected as at end 
February 2020, the situation is completely different since the beginning of March 2020 with 
a drastic increase on the number of COVID-19 cases based on available official records.  The 
worst is still to come. 

 
 ACI Africa informed about the constant communication by ACI at the global level with all its 

members throughout the initial phase of the outbreak of the COVID-19. 
 

 After the Preparedness stage of the crisis, now efforts are geared towards the Response 
stage especially that in Africa 38 out of the 56 countries have been affected already by the 
COVID-19. 

 
 ACI Africa stressed that we should also be thinking about the aftermath, i.e. the Recovery 

stage. 
 

 With the unprecedented travel bans and flights restrictions, air traffic at African airports is 
being severely impacted and airport revenues are being adversely compromised. 
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 ACI Africa made the point that airports were still operational despite aircraft being grounded 

to ensure that the whole airport areas were properly disinfected and that all control 
measures were in place for domestic and cargo operations which have not been banned in 
many countries. 

 
 ACI Africa supported the stance of IATA on the alleviation of the airport slots usage 

requirement so as to enable airlines to adjust their schedules in those testing times. 
 

 ACI Africa pleaded with AFCAC, ICAO and States to provide airports with government 
incentive and assistance measures, relax on concession fees payable to government, provide 
airports with tax reliefs and reduce/remove any government imposed taxes on air travel. 

 
 ACI Africa also highlighted that communication is key in crisis situation but that this has been 

proving to be a challenge in Africa with very minimal information and data being received 
from airports and States. 

 
 

 Outcome of the meeting 
 

i. There is need to review and revise the status of airport public health emergency 
preparedness plans, including their periodic testing, in order to ensure current and future 
implementation requirements. 
 

ii. WHO, UN Agencies, donors, partners and international/Regional organizations must support 
states in ensuring aggressive and sustainable supply of PPEs and diagnostics kits. 
 

iii. In order to obtain consistent screening results, WHO and Africa CDC should provide 
technical specifications for thermal cameras and non-contact digital thermometers to be 
used at passenger body temperature screening points. 
 

iv. States should endeavor to adopt best practices, lessons learnt from Ebola epidemic and 
ongoing COVID-19 initiatives and share experiences amongst States and organizations 
towards peer support to effectively identify, quarantine and treat infected cases. 
 

v. Urge all States to implement 100% body temperature screenings at terminal arrival and 
departure processing points, including transfer passengers by applying the multilayer 
mechanism to avoid any potential loopholes. 
 

vi. There is need to boost the African continent level with respect to State preparedness, case 
response and management, and infection control. 
 

vii. It is recommended that AU / AFCAC issue standard and harmonized guidelines in the region 
for States to adopt with respect to restrictions on travel and flights during outbreaks of 
communicable diseases to avoid decisions contradicting international/regional/national 
requirements. 
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viii. To ensure effective response and prevention of spread of communicable diseases such as 
COVID-19, harnessing synergies of available resources from States, donors and partners 
should be given priority. 
 

ix. Encourage African State to develop repatriation and self-quarantine procedures to the 
extent possible. 
 

x. States, Governments and CAAs must be urged to practice flexibility of Humanitarian air 
operations (goods and personnel) to ensure continuity of business. 
 

xi. It is recommended that AFCAC coordinates with AFRAA, IATA, ACI Africa, ANSPs, and CAAs 
towards advocating to the African Union for providing financial relief measures to address 
the impact COVID-19 on the aviation sector. 
 

xii. In order to have effective Airport Public Health Emergency Plans, all stakeholders should be 
involved in development, periodic testing and implementation of the plans, including 
training and sensitization activities.  
 

xiii. States are encouraged to have an efficient communication system in place in time of crisis 
to share best practices and provide vital information and data to international organizations 
(ICAO, ACI, IATA, etc.) in order to provide for adequate response and more importantly to 
prepare for the appropriate business recovery of the aviation sector. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


