
 

Breaking New Ground and Navigating Horizons: Introducing the First Female 
Managing Director at the Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria 

In a historic move for the Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN), Mrs. Olubunmi Oluwaseun Kuku has been appointed 
as the first female Managing Director by his Excellence, 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, signalling a new era of 
leadership and diversity in Nigerian aviation. With her 
extensive background in aviation, international finance, and 
strategic management, Mrs. Kuku is poised to steer FAAN 
towards unprecedented growth and innovation. 

Mrs. Kuku's journey in the aviation sector has been nothing short of remarkable. Her career 
began in the financial sector, but it was her keen interest in the operational and strategic 
management aspects of aviation that truly set her path. Over the years, she has held various 
key positions where she amalgamated her aviation expertise with her acumen in finance, 
making substantial contributions to the organisations she served. 

A pivotal aspect of her career has been her involvement in international finance. Her 
experience in this domain extends beyond the borders of Nigeria, encompassing global 
financial markets and international economic strategies. This exposure has endowed her with 
a profound understanding of how global financial trends can impact the aviation industry, a 
knowledge she has adeptly applied in previous roles to navigate through economic challenges 
and capitalise on growth opportunities. 

However, it is in the field of strategic management that Mrs. Kuku has truly excelled. Known 
for her visionary leadership, she has been instrumental in crafting and implementing strategies 
that have driven efficiency, innovation, and sustainable growth. Her approach always involves 
a blend of keen market insight, operational excellence, and a deep commitment to customer 
satisfaction. 

Mrs. Kuku holds a degree in finance from the University of Illinois and furthered her education 
with a master’s in international finance and strategic management from Kellstadt Graduate 
School of Business, DePaul University-Chicago, Illinois. Her professional certifications, which 
include Harvard Business School, complement her academic background, establishing her as a 
well-rounded leader prepared to handle the challenges of contemporary airport management. 



As the Managing Director of FAAN, Mrs. Kuku is set to focus on enhancing operational 
efficiency, improving customer experience, and expanding Nigeria's presence in the global 
aviation market. She is particularly passionate about incorporating technology and 
sustainability into FAAN's operations, ensuring that Nigerian airports are not just gateways to 
the world but hubs of innovation and eco-friendly practices. 

Mrs. Kuku's vision is to make FAAN a home away 
from home. The Federal Airport Authority of 
Nigeria (FAAN) stands as a beacon of progress 
and potential in the aviation industry. As we look 
towards the future, FAAN is not just focusing on 
being a gateway for travellers but is also striving 
to make every airport under its purview a 'home 
away from home'. This vision is not just about 
infrastructural excellence but also about 
creating an environment that reflects the rich 
culture and warmth of Nigeria. 

The Journey So Far 

The journey of FAAN has been one of transformative growth. Over the years, FAAN has 
overseen the development and management of Nigeria's 26 airports, ensuring that they meet 
international standards. From the bustling Murtala Muhammed International Airport in Lagos 
to the Nnamdi Azikiwe International Airport in Abuja, each airport has its own unique character 
yet shares a common commitment to safety, efficiency, and customer service. 

Integrating Culture with Modernity 

One of the most distinct aspects of FAAN's vision is integrating Nigerian culture into the airport 
experience. As travellers’ step into any FAAN-managed airport, they are greeted with art 
installations, music, and décor that echo the nation’s heritage. This cultural integration is more 
than aesthetic; it's about making passengers feel the spirit of Nigeria, whether they're just 
arriving, in transit, or bidding goodbye. 

A New Era of Connectivity 

Nigeria's vision for its airports is anchored on enhancing connectivity. The goal is not merely to 
connect destinations but to create seamless travel experiences. This involves expanding 
routes, especially direct connections within Africa, to foster regional integration and trade. 
Nigeria envisions its airports as pivotal hubs in Africa, connecting the continent to the rest of 
the world with efficiency and ease. 

Facilitating comfort and convenience 

In line with its vision, FAAN is investing in facilities and services that offer comfort and 
convenience to passengers. Modern lounges streamlined check-in processes, efficient security 
procedures, and a range of dining and shopping options are all part of making airports 
comfortable and welcoming spaces. Upcoming projects are focusing on digital advancements 



such as biometric check-ins and improved baggage handling systems, aimed at enhancing the 
passenger experience. 

Prioritising Sustainability 

Recognising the global shift towards sustainable practices, FAAN is integrating green initiatives 
across its airports. From energy-efficient buildings and solar power installations to waste 
management and water conservation, environmental sustainability is a key aspect of FAAN's 
developmental plans. 

Economic and cultural hubs 

Nigerian airports are envisioned to be more than transit zones; they are set to become vibrant 
economic and cultural hubs. Plans include developing airport cities featuring business parks, 
retail centres, and entertainment complexes. These spaces will not only generate revenue but 
also provide employment opportunities and stimulate local economies. 

Challenges and the Road Ahead 

Despite the progress, challenges such as funding, 
infrastructure maintenance, and adapting to rapidly 
changing technology remain. Addressing these 
challenges head-on, FAAN is actively seeking 
partnerships and investments, both local and 
international. The goal is to foster an environment that 
not only supports the current needs of travellers but 
also anticipates future trends and demands. 

The FAAN of Tomorrow 

Envisioning the future, FAAN sees its airports as more than just travel hubs; they are envisioned 
as dynamic spaces that offer a glimpse into the heart of Nigeria. With a focus on operational 
excellence, customer satisfaction, and cultural showcase, the Federal Airport Authority of 
Nigeria is on a steadfast journey to transform its airports into spaces where every traveller feels 
at home. 

As we look to the horizon, FAAN’s commitment to excellence and its vision for an inclusive, 
sustainable, and culturally rich airport experience set the stage for a new chapter in Nigeria's 
aviation story—one where every journey begins or ends with a warm, welcoming embrace, 
truly making it a home away from home. 

Mrs. Kuku's appointment is a significant milestone in the Nigerian aviation sector, symbolising 
not just the strides in gender equality but also the embracement of skilled, dynamic leadership. 
Her vision for FAAN is clear: to position Nigerian airports as benchmarks in efficiency, 
innovation, and service within the global aviation community. 



As Mrs. Kuku takes on this new role, the future of 
the Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria looks 
bright and promising. Her leadership is a beacon 
of inspiration, paving the way for a new chapter 
in Nigerian aviation, where excellence, diversity, 
and innovation are at the forefront. 

The journey ahead for FAAN is one of 
transformation and growth. With Mr. Kuku at the 
helm, we are confident in our path towards 
becoming a leading airport, not just in terms of size and numbers but as a symbol of innovation, 
excellence, and sustainable progress. Join us as we embark on this exciting journey to redefine 
the future of air travel. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

About the Author of this article: 

Mrs. Waheedah Lawal Suleiman 
Secretary, ACI Africa Economics Regional Committee 
WLSuleiman@aci-africa.aero 
 

 

  

 

mailto:WLSuleiman@aci-africa.aero

